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Air (;:ummiﬂararﬂj Special Handling Codes

SECTION

Number of Characters: Two

Type of Character: Al phanuneric

Data Location

TCMD - DD Form 1384: Block 4 and Column 35 —
- Aut onat ed Record : rp 18-19

Responsi bl e Agency: Air Force

1. General. The air commodity and special handling codes are a two
position conbination. The first position of the code identifies the
commodity and the second position identifies the nature of the comodity
which may require special handling. The specific special handling
requi rements are usually further identified in trailer data; e.g., actual
temperature control range or type of hazardous materiel.

2. Commodity . The first position of the two position code
I ndicates the commodit y and is selected fromthe follow ng:
Code Explanat | On
A Supplies and equipment for aircraft and aerial targets

Including aircraft and maintenance parts, aircraft
accessories, aircraft instruments and | aboratory test
equi pnent, aerial targets and gliders,

alrcraft /mssile technical order conpliance kits,
aerial delivery equipnent, tailored tarpaulins and

m scel | aneous aerial equipnent, etc.

B Construction materiels including paint and rel ated
materials, prefabricated buildings, wood products,
metal and conposition materiels and their products,
commercial hardware and m scell aneous itens, cenent ,

— asphalt, building maintenance materiels, etc.

C Chenmical corps items and all other chemcals not
covered in other classifications. Wen an itemhas a
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chem cal proper shipping nane and the item is
sensitive, select the special handling code from
paragraph 3 .Db., bel ow

Ani mal s.

Engi neer supplies, other than those |isted under code
B.

Fuel s and lubricants including fuel and |ubricating
suppl i es and equi pment, and gases other than noxious
gases.

Printed fornms, publications, draw ngs, etc.

Signal Corps supplies and equi pment including radio
equi pnent and supplies, conmunicant ions equipnment and

supplies, electrical equipnent and supplies, etc.

Unacconpani ed baggage.

Cl ot hing including clothing equi pment (other than arns

and chemcal supplies) , cordage, fabrics and |eathers,
parachutes, etc.

ARFCOS materiel 1ncluding communication docunents,

cryptologic equi pnent, and State Department diplomatic
materiel.

Medi cal supplies.
Ship's parts, Navy.

Phot ogr aphi ¢ supplies and equi pnent including training
filmns.

Pl ants, plant products, insects, mtes, nenatodes,
mol | usks, soil, meat (other than rat ions) , animal

products, vectors and cultures of animal and plant
di seases.

~Rations’ and subsistence supplies.
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O fice and school supplies and equi pnent including
off ice machines, furniture and stationery, films,

synthetic and special training filns, etc.

HHG .
Mail.  Sel ect a special handling code from paragraph
3. C, below.

Vehi cl es, machi nery, shop and warehouse equi pnment and
supplies including special tools and equi pment, ground
servicing and speci al purpose vehicles, narine

equi pment and supplies, and repair and mai ntenance. _
parts for the above.

Reser ved.

Intelligence materiels including maps, charts, data,
and information vital to mlitary functions such as:
flight safety, escape and evasion, current offensive/
def ensive operations, foreign clearance requirenents,
target ing, and National Aeronautics and Space

Adm ni stration (NASA) pro jects.

Per sonnel services.

Human renai ns.

Arms/ Weapons (all types) including inert conponent

parts. Select a special handling code from paragraph
3. b., Dbelow

Ammuni tion, (all types) including inert conponent

parts . \Wen the primary hazard of an amunition item
is a chemcal (irritant, corrosive, Or oxidizer), as

I ndicated by its proper shipping nane use commodity
code C.  For all ammunit ion, select a special handling
code from paragraph 3. b. (3) (b) , below

Expl osives (any explosive itemnot included in code 3
above) including inert conponent parts. Select a
special handling code from paragraph 3. b. (3) (b) .
bel ow .
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3. Special Handling. The second position of the two position code
I ndicates the type of special handling required by an itemto ensure
proper transportation wthout damage to the item its surrounding, or its
security. In addition to entering the special handling code on
transportation docunents, the shipper prepares a pb Form 1387-2 for all
Items requiring special precautionary handling. Three types of special
handl i ng codes are used, m scellaneous; convent ional arns, anmunition,
and expl osives; and nmail.

a. Mscellaneous special handling codes are used for all itens
except those wth coonmodity codes 2, 3, 4, or M The handling codes are
selected fromthe foll ow ng:

Code Explanat | 0N

A Hazardous nmateriel requiring hand to hand receipt.

B Wol e bl ood.

C See paragraph 3 .b. , bel ow

D Hazardous materiel (not requiring hand to hand receipt)

Including all regulated itens other than special weapons
and their conponents.

E Aircraft engine, drained and purged (DD Form 1387-2 nust so
certify) .

F Foodstuffs requiring normal refrigeration.

G Engines (aircraft and vehicle) , not drained or purged (DD

Form 1387-2 nust so certify) .
H Speci al weapons, including hazardous conponents.
| | n- Bond shi pnent.

J Mat erial normal |y hazardous rendered nonhazardous for
shi pment processing and so certified on bpp Form 1387- 2.

K Material which nust be acconpanied by a mlitary courier
and, when required, under armed guard.

L Sets or systens that nust nove together to the consignees.
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See paragraph 3, b., bel ow.

See paragraph 3. b., Dbel ow.

Not to be used.

Cargo requiring protection from freezing.

Extremely fragile itens including delicate instrunents.
Revenue.

See paragraph 3. b., below.

Cargo requiring both normal refrigeration and hand to hand
receipt.

Perishable cargo requiring refrigeration only.
Vacci ne.

H ghly perishable cargo requiring subfreezing refrigeration
only.

H ghly perishable cargo requiring both subfreezing
refrigeration and hand to hand receipt.

Protected cargo, other than above, including sensitive,
cargo requiring hand to hand recei pt and/or security
precaut i ons.

No special handling required.

Arms, ammunition, and explosives special handling codes are
iItems wwth coimmodity codes 2, 3, 4, and sensitive itens wth
comodity code ¢ . These special handling codes identify the physical
security risk category and are based on the requirenents of DoD 5100. 76-M
(reference x) .

The handling codes are selected f rom the fol |l ow ng:
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code Expl anat i on
1 H ghest sensitivity y, Category |; Arms, Ammunition, and

Explosives. Itenms with this code are not classified. ?

a. Anna: Nonnucl ear mssiles and rockets in a ready
to fire configuration (e. g., Hamet, Redeye,
Stinger, Dragon, light ant itank weapon (LAW , and
Viper) . This category includes situations where
t he launcher (tube) and expl osive rounds, though
not in aready to fire conf igurat ion, are stored
or transported together.

b. Ammunition and Explosives: Conplete rouﬁas for
Category I mssiles and rockets.

H gh sensitivity y, Category Il; Arms, ammunition, and
explosives. ltems wth this code are not classified. 1
a. Ams . Light automat ic weapons up to and including
.50 caliber.

b. Ammuni tion:

(1) Genades (hand or rifle) : Hi gh explosive and
whi t e phosphor us.

(2) Mnes: Ant it ank and antipersonnel (unpacked
wel ght of 50 pounds or |ess each)

(3) Warheads: High explosive rounds for
m ssiles or rockets other than Category |
(unpacked wei ght of 50 pounds or |ess each)

Special handling codes 1, 2, 3, and 4 relating to ammunition are
used only for 1000 or nore rounds of small arnms anmmunition up to
and including .50 caliber as well as individual rounds of 40mm and
| arger nonautomatic conventional, guided mssile, and rocket

ammuni tion- weighing 100 pounds or less per round. Simlar itens
which are classified and/or do not neet the criteria for codes 1
through 4 are coded as indicated bel ow
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BN C. Explosives: Used in demolit ion operations (e. g.,
C-4, dynamte, TNT, etc. ) .

3 Moderate Sensitivity, Category |Ill: Arms, anmunition, and
2 - explosives. Itenms with this code are not classified. 2
a. Arns:

(1) Launch tube and gripstock for Stinger
m ssi | e.

(2) Launch tube, sight assenbly, and gripstock
for Ham et and Redeye mssiles

(3) Tracker for Dragon m ssiles.
(4 Mortar tubes excluding the 4.2 inch.
(5) Genade |aunchers.

(6) Rocket and mssile |aunchers (unpacked
wei ght of 100 pounds or |ess each) ’

(7)  Flame throwers.

(8) Launcher or mssile guidance set or optical
sight for the TON

b.  Ammunition:
(1) Ammunition, .50 caliber and larger, with
explosive filled pro jectile (unpacked wei ght
of 100 pounds or |ess each) .
(2) Grenades, incendiary.

(3) Fuzes for high explosive grenades.

c. Explosives:

2 See note 1 on page F2-6.
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(1) Blasting caps. o
(2) Suppl enentary charges.
. (3) Bul k expl osi ves.
(4) Detonating cord.
4 Low Sensitivity, Category |V, Arms, Ammunition, and
Expl osives. Items with this code are not classified. 3
a. Arms:
(1) Shoul der fired weapons (ot her thaﬁf grenade
| aunchers) , not fully autonatic.
(2) Handguns .
(3) Recoilless rifles up to and including 90mm.
b. Ammunition:
(1) Amunition with nonexpl osive projectile
(unpacked) .
(2) Ammunition for arnms in Categories I, |11,
or 1V and not otherw se |isted.
(3) Fuzes other than for high explosive
gr enades.
(4) Genades, illumnation, snoke, and tear
produci ng (CS/CN) -
c. Chemcal Itens:
(1) Incendiary destroyers.
(2) Rot control agents (100 pound packages or
| ess) .
3 See note 1 on page F2-6.
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5 H ghest Sensitivity, Category I|; Arns, Amunition, and

Expl osives wth a security classification of Secret. 4

6 H ghest Sensitivity y, Category I; Arnms, Amunition, and
Expl osives wth a security classification of Confidential. 4

8 H gh Sensitivity y, Category |l; Arms, Amunition, and
Expl osives wth a security classification of Confidential. 4

C Material classified as “Confidential, " but which does not
meet code 6 or 8 criteria.

M Noncontrol |l ed nunitions excluded from categories 1 through
4 above and which, although reflected as pilf erable on the
shi pment rel ease docunment, do not require protection other
than that provided based on the class/degree and
hazard/explosive. |f none of those characteristics are
present, protection is the sane as that provided other
pilferable it ens.

N Nonsensitive weapon excluded fromthe above categories and
whi ch, although reflected as pilf erable on the shipnent
rel ease/recei pt docunent (DD Form 1348-1) , do not require
protect ion other than normally afforded items such as TVs,
radi os, typewiters, hand tools, etc.

S Mat eri el classified as SECRET but which does not neet Code
5 criteria.
Z No special handling required (inert conponents of materiel

wth comodity codes 2, 3, and 4 are assigned this special
handl i ng code) .

c. Ml special handling codes are used with all itens wth
comodity code U The handling code describes the type of mail shipnent.
The various types of nmmil are assigned transportation priorities as
Indicated in chapter 2, figure 2-B-1. The handling codes for mail are
selected fromthe follow ng:

4 Material W th Special handling code 5, 6, or 8 is stored and
transported under the provisions of DoD 5100 .76-M or 5200. |-R
whi chever Is nmore stringent.
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Code Explanation
1 Regi stered mail, letter mail, command pouches, weapons
| syst em pouches, CASREP pouches, and priority parcels.
2 Mlitary Oficial Mail (MOM including second, third, and
fourth class mail marked MOM
3 Space Available Mail (SAM and Parcel air Lift (PAL)
4 Overseas destined and intraconmand surface mail.
7 Empty mai | bags.
9 Retrograde surf ace mail.
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